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rafts so ably crafted by Ken Anderson.

Santa made a brief but jubilant visit, sharing
bags of Christmas cheer to all those who’d been
good this year. Luckily he had checked his list
twice because he had enough bags for us all!

• For an extra friendship binding and time to
allow the anticipation to rise while sprinkling
liberally with laughter…

at 5’es across the river around the BBQ shed,
the committee generously served nibblies and
liquids of our choice. As with all previous
outside eating events, we were joined by the
beautiful but rather persistent king parrots. At
times their ‘requests’ were quite gentle but at
other times, they would just swoop!

• Finally, line the hall with festive decorations…

Savour the Christmas inspired outfits of red and
green, the angels, the haloes, the tinsel
garlands and antlers…then all’s ready!

• Serve a hearty spit roast meal…

Many thanks to all who took part in the
decorating and setting up the hall. The
Committee was once again sensational,
organising meal which was both plentiful and
delicious. In addition to Christmas cheer, we
celebrated Vilma Smith’s birthday with some
joyous singing.

Our celebrations concluded with presentations
to Max and Marion Edmunds’ outstanding
contributions for more than 20 years as
committee members and in particular as
marshalls;

Division 3 trophies winners were:
Burke & Shirley Tidex, 27 years;
Ray & Denise Andrews, 25 years;
Ken & Pat Anderson, 15 years;
Max & Marion Edmunds, 7 years;
Dorothy & Graeme Penny, 7 years;
Sid & Vilma Smith, 6 years;
Brian & Kaye Longhurst, 5 years;
Sue & Greg Smith, 3 years;
Leigh & Karen Dudman, 3 years;

Jim & Andrea Driscoll, 2 years; and
Bill & June Caine, 1 year.

Who said too many cooks spoil the broth… as
we all know, the proof of the pudding is in the
eating and we all ‘ate’ well at Marysville in
December.

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a
happy & safe New Year.
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Daylesford – October4-5
29 vans and one cabin attended the rally.

Luckily Friday afternoon’s heavy rain had cleared
by Saturday, the rest of the weekend remaining
bright and sunny, though very, very cold at night.

Many went to the Farmers’ Market on Saturday.
A great variety of local products were offered for
sale, ranging from live ducks to organic wine.
Amy McDonald made an interesting purchase of
‘worm tea’… or is that ‘worm pee’. Some went
for massages, walks around the lake or
latte/wine in the main street cafés. Some were
even lucky enough to have a fresh batch of
scones whipped up especially for them. Others
travelled to Woodend to visit a boutique
brewery where they taste tested nine varieties
of beer. Needless to say their wives were seen
driving home.

VP Ray welcomed new members Anne-Marie
and Andrew Innes together with visitors, Judi
Rose’s sister Suzanne and Sue and Howard
Pringle.

Following the VP speech Saturday night’s
entertainment was ‘Are You Smarter Than a 5th
Grader’. The kids won in a tiebreaker against
the adults. Some adults were heard muttering
about the kids having an unfair advantage as
the adults had been to fivies!

Congratulations to the winners: Brianna
Hartshorn, Maddie Stone, Rachel Watson and
Emma Mason.

Judge of the best costume was Howard Gibson
and the winner Anne Nichol.

The trailer arrived courtesy of Ray Spargo who
had delivered it to the park when visiting a
couple of weeks prior. Brian McDonald is
scheduled to return to Daylesford later in the
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week to collect the trailer. A great effort and
thanks to both gents.

Safe travelling to those lucky members who are
heading off to Egypt and elsewhere.

Sorrento – November 1-2
Many vans headed off early on Friday to make
the most of the coming weekend... There was
the usually social group that headed off for a
non van cooked meal at the Rye Pub. A few rain
drops did not deter others, because by Saturday
we had a total of 42 vans in our group at Stringer
Road Caravan Park. Division 1 next door at the
RACV Caravan Park had 49 vans (with 11
visitors). What a great effort.

Saturday morning the committee had organized
an outing to Point Nepean. Although a little
early for my group, we did make it and had a

wonderful time running around exploring all the
tunnels and learning about our history. The
views were great and the signs with information
around was very informative, don’t tell the
kids but they might have learnt some new
interesting facts. Most of us took a picnic lunch
that we munched on as we walked, talked and
investigated. All that exercise called for many
Coffees to be purchased on the route home.

Saturday saw all our junk or ‘treasure’ come out
for the Car Boot Sale. Bernie you have excelled
again. What salesmanship!

Most stayed on and enjoyed a joint fivies, which
was nice to catch up with old friends or make
new ones.

Well done to Steve Clark Div 1 and Bernie Div 4
(and helpers) for organising our dinner. They
managed to deliver five hundred sausages. The
sausage sizzle was very successful. So
successful that we had a joint dinner of curried
sausages and rice the next night, then fried rice
the next night. You have to be the master at
recycling. Either way you got the club together
which is what it is all about. Well done!

Winners of the Raffles: 1st Susan Anderson (who
pushed in line to buy them) 2nd Joan Trumper &
3rd Lois Bourke.

Prizes were purchased and donated by Val and
Ray from their recent trip to Egypt. Lovely gifts
and very thoughtful. Division 1 also had a raffle

Winning Team.

Sorrento fivies. All the assistants cooking 500 sausages.
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with great prizes; one prize was an expensive
face cream hamper. Beryl who was flying solo
after Len being called out on coast guide duties,
was heard talking as they were about to draw
the raffle. Beryl was just telling people she was
going to win this, and sure enough out came
Beryl’s name.

Sunday was a little warmer but still the typical
Melbourne weather jumpers-on/jumpers-off.
This did not stop the children nagging ‘can we
go swimming, can we, can we?’ John and Richard
finally relented and took them.

Rachel and Leigh awoke in the morning to find
their picnic tent moved, it had moved several
metres away and rested on another tent. Strong
winds.

Helen and Keith Booth showed off their skilful
grand parenting as they looked after little grand
daughter Elise for the weekend. Even managing
the modern Pram.

Some of the lucky ones staying on to Monday
even Tuesday. Nice Park. Great weekend.

Committee, you do a fantastic thankless job.
Dankie!

Marong – December 6-7
What a perfect weekend Marong put on for our
Christmas rally. Warm weather and a really nice
caravan park.

We had a grand total of 52 vans and 3 families in
cabins come along to enjoy our last rally for
2008. Great to see Audrey and Max Green, we
all enjoy their company.

Most vans arrived Friday, although 6 vans and 1
cabin were the early birds arriving Thursday.
They enjoyed a meal at the local pub Thursday
night. A group also enjoyed their meals on
Friday night.

Ken & Carol Daly provided some free entertain-
ment on Friday trying to level their van on a site
with a great big tree stump. Step up into van
proved to be too difficult so it was much easier
to move to a different site with no tree stump.
Ken is still scratching his head wondering how
Carol moved car to back of van – which way did
she go Ken?

Marya and Max King arrived Friday afternoon
so they became centre of attention as they
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Our new committee with stand-in mother for
Kathy Hartshorn.

Eric, Jade, Tyler, Andrea, Chloe and Adrianna.
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proceeded to park on same site. They had plenty
of advisers and soon got the van parked – well
done Max.

Greg H. not impressed with Aussie made
hydraulic jack, van made big bang when jack
went down. Luckily beer bottles were not
broken!

Friday night everyone gathered for the carols,
led by Ken Daly and Kathy Hartshorn. Children
were all given glow sticks which I think they all
enjoyed and it was a lovely way to finish the day.

Saturday many members cooked breakfast at
camp BBQ before heading down to hall to
decorate tables. The tables all looked great, we
have some very talented people among us.

The pool was a popular attraction and I’m sure
helped many of the children cool down after
their afternoon of games and races. Thanks
once again to our starter Max King.

Santa and his helper arrived on the back of the
local fire truck much to the delight of all the
children. Presents were handed out and the
children all seemed pleased with their gifts. A
few of the younger ones though were not sure
about that man in red.

Lots of photos were taken before Santa left
aboard the fire truck.

Saturday evening we all headed back to hall for
pre dinner drinks and nibbles before the start of
another great night. Our meal was delicious and
the entertainment most enjoyable with many
members dancing throughout the night.

Outgoing VP Ray Spargo thanked his committee
before handing over to new VP Ron Pyke who
introduced the new committee. Ron presented
many awards and congratulations go to all
recipients.

The raffle was drawn, 1st Prize went to Len Beal,
2nd Prize to John Stone and the Christmas Cake
was won by Pat Schulties. Thanks to John D for
making and icing the cake.

Sunday morning everyone gathered for morning
tea with Christmas cake and shortbreads. Thank
you to all the ladies and one gentleman for their
baking.

A bottle of champagne was presented to Ian &
Noeline Rohan (park owners) for their
assistance over the weekend. I’m sure we will
return to this very friendly park.

A big thank you to the outgoing committee for a
job well done, and best wishes to all the new
committee. We all look forward to more fun and
games in 2009.

Finally, best wishes to everyone for a happy and
safe Christmas and New Year.

Young belles at dance, Rachel, Emily, Emma, Madison,
Courtney, Brianna and Rebecca.

Children awaiting gift from Santa.
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Marysville – October 4-5
15 vans came to the Rally, and I counted 30
brave souls in attendance. Friday night saw us
braving the rain to dine at the local hotel,
fortunately it had stopped raining when we all
finished. Great to welcome back members who
had returned from their far north winter treks.

Saturday dawned a lovely fine warm day, all the
ducks in the park were out with their young
families to entertain us. We met in the camp
laundry nothing else available but somehow all
fitted in. Menus were handed out for the Xmas
dinner at the Geelong Rally, and monies to be
paid at Gellibrand. Heather and John Whiteman
won the rally lucky number hence this
newsletter from us and the prize was a night at
Traralgon, donated to the club and we have
booked to go on the 21st Nov. Also under
discussion was the Elmore Rally next year.

We all dispersed to visit the local attractions, it’s
a very attractive town and lots of history. The
highlight for us was Bruno’s Sculpture Gardens,
totally wacky, fun and incredibly good value.
Saturday, early evening drinks and get together
then Pancakes, Jam and cream around the
barbecue for supper. Thanks to Lynn for her
Trivia quiz, lots of cheating going on, Sue and I
still waiting for our lollies we got at least one
question right. Thanks to Peter Hillas for a fire
to gather around. Good planning Peter.

Sunday we all seemed to be moving on and we
are looking forward to Gellibrand, Melbourne
Cup Weekend.

Gellibrand – November 1-2
The November Cup weekend saw a total of 15
vans at the Otway Tourist Park, Gellibrand River,
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and what a great weekend it was. The lush green
park ran by Dorthe and Corrie Koorh is set
adjacent the Old Beecky Rail Trail between Colac
and Beech Forest. A perfect fit.

All bar one van arrived in time for dinner at the
old Gelli Pub on Friday night.

There were many fine places to visit during our
stay. Amongst them the Otway Fly Treetop Walk,
numerous local waterfalls, antique centres and
shops, a number of wineries and the Botanical
Gardens which were all in or around Colac and
it’s surrounds. A bike ride along the Old Train
Line was also popular with many.

Saturday night was a finger food to share affair
and once again the ladies did us proud. We
thank you all. The night also celebrated both
Dot and Peter Holdings 50th Wedding
Anniversary and Bob Kemp’s 80th Birthday.
Eddie gave us the lowdown on Peter and Dot’s
early shenanigans and Sid spoke of Bob and his
membership with the club since 1985. Lyn
presented an OBE and MBE plaque to Bob and
Therese respectfully.

A laugh or two or three was had with Lyn once

again entertaining us all with a game of pass the
parcel. Babara and Jim took out the honors.
As the rain looked like increasing most left for
home on Monday.

Geelong – December 6-7
Against the backdrop of the Head of the River
challenge by a number of schools on the Barwon
River, the Division 5 held their December rally at
the Riverside Family Park in Geelong. It was a
great weekend packed with lots of Christmas
activities and good fellowship.

The majority of the 23 caravans arrived by
Friday and the club members quickly settled
into the relaxed pace of life. On Friday night we
gathered together for our customary sun downer.
Afterwards we were requested to bring bits and
pieces from our caravans to an evening
gathering in the camp kitchen to begin the task
of creating decorations for the Christmas tree.

Under Lyn’s guidance we created what can only
be described as inspirational pieces – mainly
from Readers’ Digest books which were carefully
folded to make miniature Christmas trees, these

Bob and Therese. Dot and Peter Holding 5oth wedding anniversary.
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were later sprayed by her husband Eddie in
gold, green and red. They looked sensational
and really emphasised the Christmas theme for
the weekend. It is amazing what can be
achieved with cotton wool, foil strips and other
assorted paraphernalia which decorated our
Christmas tree. Lots of fun was topped off by the
party plan toys produced by Sue that sparked a
great deal of interest!

Next morning after our meeting, to introduce our
new committee members (many thanks to our
previous hard working committee for all their
collective efforts in 2007-08); everyone broke up
into different groups. There were those attracted
by the prospective of exploring the many
historical buildings in Geelong (but secretly
headed in the direction of the major shopping
arcades), others ventured further afield to
undertake a mystery tour of the district
culminating in lunch in Drysdale, others caught
up with relatives and friends in Geelong. Those
that were more adventurous took off on their
bikes to explore the many bike paths in the area.
Another member went to a band competition at
Daylesford and came home with a big smile
and a second in the street march and first prize
for the best uniforms. Another member went to
Kyneton to compete in a pennant bowls
competition and came back grinning as
manager of a winning team.

Later we all gathered at the Grovedale Hotel for
a Christmas party and were treated royally by

the staff with the enclosed veranda to ourselves.
Much laughter and fellowship ensued and the
Christmas atmosphere was honoured with a
great meal, a little wine and many dressed with
a Christmas theme. A special treat was the
presence of Joan Edgecumbe – a long term
member and very special person – who travelled
from Melbourne to share the evening with us.

Then it was back to the camp kitchen for port
and Christmas cake before being entertained by
a unique pantomime about some foreign prince
and his search for a beautiful young girl who had
the right foot size to fit a glass slipper. This novel
story was portrayed by members that were
especially chosen for their beauty or intellect –
often the members had difficulty determining
which attribute applied to each! Lots of laughter
and a great way to end a very enjoyable evening.

Instead of our Kris Kringles’ donations were
collected from each van culminating in $180
being raised, which was donated to Adopt-a-
Family a local charity.

Sunday morning was fine and clear with lots of
early departures after a BBQ breakfast.

Six vans stayed for another day and another sun
downer before a leisurely departure after peak
hour on Monday.

A very relaxing weekend and lots of happy
memories. We hope you have a pleasant and
relaxing Christmas and look forward to catching
up with you at the many interesting rallies in 2009.
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Christmas tree decorations.

Christmas merriment at the Grovedale Hotel.



APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Date:.................................................................................................

Name in full: ..............................................................................................................................................

(Block Letters Please)

Address:.......................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................. Postcode:...................................

Membership No.: ......................................... Phone No.: .........................................................

Email:.............................................................................................................................................................

FEES: Entrance $55.00
Annual Subscription $25.50
(Pro rata to coincide with RACV membership expiry date)

TOTAL COST $80.50 including GST

Please make cheque or money order payable to “RACV”
Membership Application to:

RACV Caravan Club
Member Service Delivery

550 Princes Highway, Noble Park 3174

Definition of a “CARAVAN” for membership purposes: – A ‘CARAVAN’ is defined as a tow-
able unit deigned to provide accommodation and facilities for sleeping, dining and the storage

and preparation of food. The roof shall either be of one or two piece solid construction.
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